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Westinghouse Electric Company, Limited (British) were
started; the quick-action brake was produced, and thus
the one great crisis in the history of the air brake was met
and triumphantly passed; and, perhaps most important
of all, Westinghouse revolutionized the electric art by his
vision of the possibilities of the alternating current. The
particulars of all these deeds will be set forth in their proper
places. Here we only ask attention to the capacity for
work, the boldness of conception, and the marvellous ac-
tivity of creative imagination shown by Westinghouse from
the beginning of his thirty-fourth j^ear to the end of his
forty-fourth. He did many things and great things in the
twenty-four years that followed, but it is not an unreason-
able suggestion that those eleven years were the years of
his greatest creative power. In those years he took out
134 patents, an average of over one patent a month, and he
stimulated and directed the work of many other inventors.
Meanwhile he began and carried forward the financial and
administrative organization of several companies, each
one of which might have absorbed the energies of an ordi-
nary man. His commercial and technical activities were
felt in England and on the continent of Europe, and he
established personal relations with philosophers, as well as
with financial and business men, in many countries, and
he was'not yet forty-five. Bacon says: "A man that is
Young in Yeares may be old in Houres, if he have lost no
Time. But that happeneth rarely. Generally, youth is like
the first Cogitations, not so Wise as the Second. For there is
a youth in thoughts as well as in Ages. And yet the Inven-
tion of Young Men is more lively than that of Old: And
Imaginations streame into their mindes better and, as it were
more divinely." It would be hard to say when imagina-
tions streamed most divinely into the mind of Westinghouse,